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ABSTRACT

A single specimen of Mesoplodon grayi was stranded at Puerto
Piramides (42°35'S, 64°53'W), on the Patagonian coast (Chubut, Argen-
tina). Some external body measurements were taken in situ and the skull
was preserved. A list of skull measurements is given. Histological study of
the testes showed the specimen to be sexually mature. Noteworthy was the
presence of adipocytes in the interstitial tissue, which can be easily confused
with Leydig’s cells. Age could not be determined since the lower jaws were
missing and the teeth could not be recovered.

INTRODUCTION

Previous records of Gray’s whale have been summarized by Goodall (1978),
Lichter and Hooper (1983) and Lichter (in press), for the Argentine coast,
including two specimens near the site of the present stranding of Peninsula
Valdés (True, 1910; Merméz, 1979) (Fig. 1).

Other species of Ziphiidae have also been found in this area, such as a
Tasman whale (Tasmacetus shepherdi) reported by Mead and Payne (1975).

The present paper presents external and skull measurements and a
histological study of the testes.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Features of the stranding

We were informed of the stranding by the Gamekeeper of the Sealion
Reserve at Punta Pirdmides, Chubut, Argentina. A medium-sized cetacean,
which was later determined as a Gray’s beaked whale Mesoplodon grayi,
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Fig. 1. Location of the stranding. PV: Peninsula Valdés, GN: Golfo Nuevo, GS]:
Golfo San José, St: Stranding.

stranded on June 28, 1983. It was in good condition, except that the body had
ulcerations made by sea-birds (gulls and petrels), there were wounds and scars
of unknown origin in the skin, the beak was broken, and the lower jaws had
been sectioned, possibly by fishermen.

Identification of the species

The species was identified in the field as Mesoplodon grayi, by means of the
color pattern, presence of seven maxillary teeth and descriptions given by
Ross (1979) and Lichter and Hooper (1983) “body elongate, compressed later-
ally to some degree, bulgy melon, long and slender beak, small dorsal fin
inserted at about two-thirds of body length from the anterior. small flippers
and flukes lacking of caudal notch”. Subsequently study of the skull confirmed
the species determination. The cranial rostrum is “slender, elongate. narrow
at its base, with a straight dorsal margin in profile view, without prominential
notches in dorsal view” (Ross, 1979).

Biological data and samples
Standard external measurements (Norris, 1961) were taken 1o the nearest
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