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ABSTRACT

A herd of 17 southern long-finned pilot whales, Globicephala melaena
edwardii (Smith, 1834) was found in November 1982 stranded near Punta
Tombo, Argentina, at the beach above the high tide line. The herd was
composed of nine females, seven males, and an individual of indetermi-
nated sex (5 years, the youngest individual). Using age criteria obtained for
the North Atlantic population of the species (Sergeant, 1962) all the
females (9—16 years) were estimated as sexually mature, three males (7-11
years) as probably immature, and two males (14 and 16 years) having
attained breeding maturity. The reliable estimate of remaining two males,
(12 years) was not possible from their ages. Due to the advanced decom-
position, no further information on the growth or reproductive status was
available.

INTRODUCTION

The mass stranding of Cetaceans attracted the interest of many biologists, and
a considerable number of papers dealing with it were published (Geraci,
1978; Sergeant, 1983). The long-finned pilot whale Globicephala melaena
(Trail, 1809) mass strands like other highly social members of the Orcininae
(Sergeant, 1983). Sergeant suggested that the frequency of mass stranding in
Cetaceans might be a density dependent event of highly social Cetacean
species.

Mass stranding of Cetaceans in Argentine coasts has been reported for
the sperm whale (Castello and Piniero, 1974) and the southern long-finned
pilot whale (Pifiero and Castello, 1975). Goodall (1978) has described indi-
vidual and mass strandings of Cetaceans in Tierra del Fuego.
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Fig. 1. Location of the stranding. The isobaths are indicated in meter.

The present paper describes the age and body length compositions of a
group of southern long-finned pilot whale Globicephala melaena edwardn
(Smith, 1834), stranded at Punta Tombo, in the Patagonian coast.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Features of the stranding

The mass stranding took place 2 km south of Punta Tombo (44°02’S,
65°01"W), the Chubut Province Penguin Reserve (Fig. 1). The whales were
found stranded on a rocky platform, above sandy and stony beaches, about 3
to 8 m inland side of the normal high tides line.

Nothing is known about the instance of the mass stranding, even if the
17 individuals represent an entire school or part of a lager one. The date of
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